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Ruth Birge, Director 
828-606-3760 (cell) 

13lucky@morrisbb.net 
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MC Gaylord 

Program Specialist 

828-694-1779 

m_gaylord@blueridge.edu 
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Hoyle Adams 
 
Work Phone: 828-692-1413 

Personal Phone: 828-674-0668 

Email: hoyle@hendersoncountychamber.org (w) 

 hoylea@yahoo.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Henderson County Chamber of Commerce, Workforce 

 Development Project Manager 

Education: University of North Carolina-Charlotte 

 

Bridget Anders 
 
Work Phone: 828-694-5037 

Personal Phone: 828-243-3701 

Email: banders@hendersoncountync.org (w) 

 bnpandtea@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Henderson County, Human Resources Technician 

Education: Montreat College, BBA; King’s College, Accounting Certificate 

 

Brenda Blackburn 
 
Work Phone: 828-694-1773 

Personal Phone: 828-384-1952 

Email:  bc_blackburn@blueridge.edu (w) 

 brendablackbn6@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Blue Ridge Community College, Dean for 
 Business and Service Careers 
 
Education: Indiana Wesleyan University, BS in Elementary Education and Early Childhood Education; University of 
 Alabama, MS in Human Development and Family Studies with an emphasis in child development 
 
Community Involvement: NEXT Church Children’s Ministry; NEXT Church Ladies’ Ministries; Henderson County Child Care 
Resource & Referral (CCR&R) Advisory Committee; Henderson County Chamber of Commerce Education Committee; Boys 
and Girls Club of Transylvania County, volunteer; National Association of the Education of Young Children Higher Education 
Accreditation Peer Reviewer 
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Bryan Byrd 
 
Work & Personal Phone: 828-424-0976 

Email: byansellswnc@gmail.com (w) 

Present Employer & Title: We Sell WNC/Keller Williams Mountain Partners, 
 Real Estate Broker 
 
Community Involvement: “The Voice” of the Hendersonville Community Theatre; 
Hendersonville Rotary Club, Public Image Chair; Children and Family Resource 
Center, Harvest Dinner and Jam with the Fam Fundraiser Emcee; The Storehouse Food and Hygiene Pantry, Poetry for the 
Pantry Fundraiser Emcee; Thrive, Bids and Blues Fundraiser Emcee 
 

Carrington Cosby 
 
Work Phone: 828-697-1581 

Personal Phone: 704-617-4504 

Email: ccosby@thrive4health.org (w) 

 ccosbyc@aol.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Thrive, Operations Director 

Education: East Carolina University, BA; University of North Carolina, Charlotte, MSW 

 

Samanda Darity 
 
Work Phone: 828-696-7651 

Personal Phone: 828-384-4872 

Email: Samanda.darity@firstcitizens.com (w) 

 samandadarity@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: First Citizens Bank, Financial Services Representative,  
 Registered Securities 
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Janet Doyle 
 
Personal Phone:  828-808-7357 

Email: doylejanet4@gmail.com (p) 

Employer & Title: Memory Care.org, Development Director 

Education: Adelphi University, MBA; Wittenberg University, BA; Certificates of 
 Fundraising proficiency from Center on Philanthropy at Indiana 
 University and Pennsylvania State University 
 
Community Involvement: Carolina Concert Choir, member and board member;  St. James Episcopal Church, Lector, soloist; 
Asheville Toastmasters of Toastmasters International, member 

Amy Lynn Holt 
 
 Work Phone: 828-698-5881 

Personal Phone: 828-674-7200 

Email: aholt@championcomfortexperts.com (w) 

 amylynnholt@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Champion Comfort Experts Heating and Air 
 Conditioning, Co-Owner and Chief Financial Officer; Henderson County 
 Board of Public Education, Chair 
 
Education: Miami Dade College 

Community Involvement: Park Ridge Foundation, Board of Directors; HopeRx; Republican women’s Club; Rotary Club; 
United Way, Women’s United Executive Committee; School Health Advisory Committee; School Safety Advisory Committee; 
North Carolina Small Business Association  (NCSBA) Legislative Committee; NCSBA Region 8 District President; Biltmore 
Church, Hendersonville Campus 

Ed Graves 
 
Work Phone: 828-697-4725, x2314   

Email: egraves@hendersoncountync.org (w) 

 edward.sunday@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Henderson County Public Library, Branch & 
 Collection Coordinator 
 
Education: University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, MLIS Information Science; Marlboro College, Certificate in Nonprofit 
 Management; University of Wisconsin, Madison, BS Agricultural Science 
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Paige Kohler 
 
Work Phone: 828-692-9611 

Email: paige.kohler@kcc.com (w) 

Present Employer & Title: Kimberly Clark, Operational Excellence Leader 

Education: Western Carolina University, Dual Major, BS in Entrepreneurship and 
 Spanish; Six Sigma Black Belt & Learn Systems Certificate 
 (Toyota Production Systems) 
 
Community Involvement: Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Teresa Link 
 
Work Phone: 828-693-4840 

Personal Phone: 828-329-6399 

Email: tlink@laurelpark.org (w) 

 Teresa.d.link@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Town of Laurel Park, Administrative Assistant 

Education: Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College, Associate in Secretarial Science & Diploma in Medical  
 Transcription 
 

Adam Justus 
 
Work Phone: 828-692-3487 

Personal Phone: 828-458-2166 

Email: ajustus@hendersoncountyrescue.org (w) 

 fire9fool@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Henderson County Rescue Squad, Assistant Chief,  
 Operations Supervisor 
 
Education: Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College; University of North Carolina-Charlotte; 
 EMS Management Institute 
 
Community Involvement: Biltmore Church; Saluda Fire & Rescue; Mills River Fire & Rescue; Muscular Dystrophy Association; 
North Carolina Search & Rescue Advisory Council 
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Janice Linville 
 
Personal Phone: 770-712-7778 

Email: janlinville1@gmail.com (p) 

Past Employer & Title: Human Resource Manager, Retired 

Education: Southwestern College, BBA; National Center for Paralegal Training, 
 Paralegal Certificate 
 
Community Involvement: Blue Ridge Literacy Council, volunteer; League of Women Voters; Four Seasons Hospice, volunteer 

Debra McDaniel 
 
Work Phone: 828-674-4296 

Personal Phone: 407-285-9584 

Email: debra.mcdaniel@unchealth.unc.edu (w) 

 jdl1022@yahoo.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Pardee UNC Health, Administrative Director Oncology 
 Service Line 
 
Education: University of Phoenix, BSHCS and MBA  

Community Involvement: MANNA Food Bank; Brother Wolf; Council of the Aged; United Way; ABCCM; Biltmore Church 

James Miller 
 
Work Phone: 828-697-3024 

Personal Phone: 828-674-6339 

Email: dmiller@hvlnc.gov (w) 

 firerescue@comcast.net (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Hendersonville Fire Department, Deputy Fire Chief 

Education: State College of Florida, AS Aviation Management; Hodges University, BS Business Management; Columbia 
 Southern University, MBA 
 
Community Involvement: United Way; Blue Ridge Humane Society 
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Andrew Mundhenk 
 
Work Phone: 828-694-7871 

Personal Phone: 937-657-8995 

Email: andrew.mundhenk@blueridgenow.com (w) 

 amundhenk1@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Hendersonville Times-News, Reporter 

Education: Wright State University, BA in Mass Communication 

 

Kari Moers 
 
Work Phone: 936-676-4466 

Personal Phone: 936-676-4466 

Email: kkmoers@gmail.com (w) 

 kkmoers@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Moers Property Services; The Ottoman; Etiquette Ivy 

Education: University of Texas-Arlington, BA Communications 

Community Involvement: MANNA Food; Artscape; Mud Creek Baptist Church 

Alleson Morris 
 
Work Phone: 828-696-2324, x100 

Personal Phone: 336-653-8713 

Email: amorris@trustbgw.com (w) 

 alleson24@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: BGW CPA, PLLC, Office Manager 

Education: East Carolina University; Randolph Community College 
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Steve Pettis 
 
Work Phone: 828-697-4891 

Personal Phone: 828-393-5673 

Email: steve_pettis@ncsu.edu (w) 

 plantdoc21@yahoo.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: NC State Cooperative Extension, Henderson County 

Education: University of Georgia, BSA Horticulture, MS Pest Management 

Community Involvement: Kedron Lodge Hendersonville; Farm City Day; Bountiful Harvest Community Garden; Bullington 
Gardens; Flat Rock Park Pollinator Garden; Flat Rock Playhouse Gardens 

Chris Scruggs 
 
Work Phone: 828-772-6437 

Personal Phone: 828-772-6437 

Email: hendersonvilleshrineclub@gmail.com (w) 

 chrissellswnc@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Keller Williams Realty, Realtor®/Broker 

Education: First Real Estate School; Senior Real Estate Specialist; 
 State of Florida Licensed Building Contractor, Accredited Buyer Representative, Pricing Strategy Advisor 
 
Community Involvement: Shriners Hospital for Children; Hendersonville Shrine Club, board member 

Andrea Rogers 
 
Work Phone: 828-697-6224 

Email: arogers@cfhcforever.org (w) 

 agrog@msh.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Community Foundation of Henderson County, 
 Accountant & Systems Manager 
 
Education: Western Carolina University, BSBA; Dixon Hughes Goodman School of 

 Accounting, MA 
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Laura Simmons 
 
Work Phone: 828-694-1807 

Personal Phone: 828-400-0699 

Email: lm_simmons@blueridge.edu (w) 

 lauracmsimmons@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Blue Ridge Community College, Director of Enrollment 
 Management 
 
Education: Appalachian State University, BS in Apparel & Textiles, MA in Higher Education 

 

Lyndsey Simpson 
 
Work Phone: 828-233-5612 

Personal Phone: 904-540-3755 

Email: lyndsey@lscreative.studio (w) 

 lnsimp@outlook.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Self-Employed, Owner of LS Creative: A Graphic Design 
 Studio Specializing in Branding & Print Design 
 
Education: Flagler College, BA Fine Arts 

Community Involvement: Hands On! Children’s Museum, Board of Directors, President; Henderson County Public Schools, 
volunteer; United Way, Rising Leaders program; Kiwanis, Service Committee 

Debi Smith 
 

Work Phone: 828-595-8155, x1003 

Personal Phone: 828-606-8719 

Email: gm@cascadesmountainresort.com (w) 

 llmimrkt@juno.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Cascades Mountain Resort, General Manager 

Education: International Association of Convention & Visitors Bureau,  Conven-
tion Services & Convention Marketing; Human Resources Academy Certification (WCI, Inc. Leadership for Employers); 
YMCA-Principles & Practices, Membership Model Practices & Power of Positive Workplace; American Hotel & Motel 
Association Management; International Association of Conference Centers, Conference Center Management; Choice Hotels
-”Be Our Best”; Dale Carnegie Leadership and Instructor 
 

Community Involvement: Eblen Charities; Asheville Downtown Association; Asheville Parks & Rec; Asheville Sports 
Commission, Volunteer Coordinator; Henderson County Tourism Development Authority, Board Member, Secretary, Policy 
Committee Chair 
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Ella Stenstrom 
 
Personal Phone: 612-390-2075 

Email: ella.stenstrom@ahss.org (w) 

Present Employer & Title: Park Ridge Health, Administrative Director of Finance 

Education: MBA  

Community Involvement: Biltmore Baptist, volunteer; Habitat for Humanity, vol-

unteer 

Summer Stipe 
 
Work Phone: 828-697-5551 

Personal Phone: 828-273-2338 

Email: summer@hcefnc.org (w) 

 summerae@alumni.unc.edu (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Henderson County Education Foundation, Executive  
 Director 
 
Education: University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, BA Communication Studies and History 

Community Involvement: Grace Blue Ridge, Local Missions Coordinator; Bruce Drysdale Elementary School, PTO Executive 
Team and school volunteer; United Way, volunteer 

Jennifer Taiwo 
 
Work Phone: 828-650-8142 

Personal Phone: 918-633-1354 

Email: jennifer.sorenen@ahss.org (w) 

 Jl_sorensen@att.net (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Park Ridge Health, Administrator of Physician 
 Operations 
 
Education: St. Gregory’s University, LPN; MBA 

Community Involvement: Black Mountain Children’s Home, Steadfast House 
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Alex Tilly 
 
Work Phone: 828-698-7946 

Personal Phone: 828-335-3964 

Email: alex.tilly@htb.com (w) 

 actil7@hotmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: HomeTrust Bank, Assistant Vice-President, Branch 
 Manager 
 
Education: North Carolina State University, BS 

Community Involvement: United Way of Henderson County, volunteer; Henderson County Chamber of Commerce, member 

Greg Walker 
 
Work Phone: 828-687-0751, x146 

Email: g.walker@fletchernc.org (w) 

Present Employer & Title: Town of Fletcher, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Education: Western Carolina University; YMCA Executive Development, 

 CEO Institute 

 

Chelsea Ward 
 
Work Phone: 828-692-6373 

Personal Phone: 704-560-0996 

Email: Chelsea@hcped.org (w) 

 cmward2@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Henderson County Partnership for Economic 
 Development, Marketing & Communications Coordinator 
 
Education: North Carolina State University, BS 

 



2018-2019 VISION Henderson County  15 

 

 Elizabeth Whitten 
 
Work Phone: 828-693-1711, x119 

Personal Phone: 828-989-1521 

Email: ewhitten@wcca.net (w) 

 ibbywhitten@gmail.com (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Western Carolina Community Action, Chief Financial 
 Officer 
 
Education: University of Virginia, BA; Wake Forest University Babcock School, MBA 

Community Involvement: Kanuga Conferences Board of Visitors; Four Seasons Hospice, Board of Directors; YMCA, Board of 
Directors; Supporting Players Flat Rock Playhouse, board member; Kanuga Young Leaders Camp, volunteer counselor; Lake 
Logan Episcopal Conference Center, Board of Directors; St. James Episcopal Church Vestry 

Merit Wolff 
 
Work Phone: 828-595-2236 

Personal Phone: 828-776-1115 

Email: winesageandgourmet@gmail.com (w) 

 mwolff@bellsouth.net (p) 

Present Employer & Title: Self-Employed, Owner/Operator of Wine Sage 
 And  Gourmet 
 
Education: University of Virginia, BS Education, Sports Medicine; Pfeiffer University, Masters of Practical Theology  

Community Involvement:  Community Foundation of Henderson County, Vintage Carolina planning team; 
Safelight, Board of Directors 

                                                                                                         NOTES 
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